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The 39th Annual Douglas Park 
Fourth of July Parade
By Eric Berkey

A A modified version of the July 4th modified version of the July 4th celebration is 
scheduled to occur this year on Sunday, July 4, 

2021, starting at 10.00a in Monroe Park. Out of caution 
for the safety of residents, the traditional picnic and 
celebration that typically follows the parade will not 
occur this year.  However, we are pleased and excited 
that the float contest, parade, and reading of the 
Declaration of Independence will return this July 4th. 

Judging for prizes at 10.00a in Monroe Park (South 
Monroe Street and 14th Street South) with the parade 
kicking off at 10.30a and continuing to Douglas Park at 
South Quincy Street and 16th Street South.  A reading 
of the Declaration of Independence will follow shortly 
after the conclusion of the parade. 

Volunteers are needed for this event!  To assist with 
the float contest, please contact Paul Timpane at 
psbtimpane@verizon.net.  To assist with the reading of 
the Declaration of Independence, please contact me at 
president@douglasparkca.org.
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INSIDE

MONDAY 21 JUNE 2021 
AT 7.00P VIA ZOOM
Please see ‘Douglas Park Civic Association Meeting 
News’ on page two for more information.  All are 
welcome to attend.

NEXT DPCA MEETING
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REMINDER:
DPCA Scholarship Opportunity
By Megan Lynch

HHistorically, the Douglas Park Civic Association istorically, the Douglas Park Civic Association 
offered scholarships to two graduating seniors of 

Wakefield High School in the amount of $500.00. This 
year, DPCA is extending the offer to a graduating senior 
of any Arlington Public School. The criteria is (1) the 
student has maintained a minimum GPA of 3.75 or 
an SAT score of 1300 or higher and (2) they reside in 
Douglas Park. If your student is interested in applying 
for this scholarship, please have them contact their 
school counselor. We will work with counseling staff 
to identify a recipient and award them the funds. 
Congratulations to the Class of 2021!
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Douglas Park Civic Association 
Meeting News
By Eric Berkey

Civic Association General Meeting –  
21 June 2021

TThe next Civic Association meeting will he next Civic Association meeting will be held at 
7:00 pm on Monday 21 June 2021, via Zoom.  The 

Zoom link will be provided a few days prior to the 
meeting on the Civic Association listserv. If you are 
not a member of the listserv, please join by sending 
an email to dpca-listserv+subscribe@groups.io with 
your name, street, and block number.

At our 21 June 2021, meeting, we will provide 
information on the next steps for the update to our 
Neighborhood Conservation Plan (https://projects.
arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/). Most 
of the meeting will be dedicated to a conversation 
with County Board Vice Chair (and Douglas Park 
resident) Katie Cristol.  Should you have questions 
you’d like to ask of Ms. Cristol at the meeting, 
please send those to Eric Berkey (president@
douglasparkca.org) no later than 16 June 2021, so 
that she may have the opportunity to provide a full 
response at the meeting.

Prior Meeting
On April 26, 2021, residents discussed next steps for 
the Neighborhood Conservation Plan and logistics 
of holding a celebration for July 4th this year.

President’s Corner
by Eric Berkey

HHello again everyone! I hope you ello again everyone! I hope you are enjoying a 
safe and healthy start to your summer! As I’m 

writing this I’m listening to low and steady hum 
of the cicadas which have graced us with their 
presence – it’s crazy to think that we won’t see them 
again for 17 years (not that many of us are too upset 
about that!). 

Here are a few current matters that I’d like to bring 
to your attention:

(continued on p 4)

�
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President’s Corner 
(continued from p 3)

Update to Neighborhood Conservation Plan
If you have been in the neighborhood for a while, you 
are likely familiar by now with emails and newsletter 
articles about our work in updating Douglas Park’s 
Neighborhood Conservation Plan. If you are 
relatively new, the Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
is basically a foundational document for our civic 
association to inform what types of improvement 
projects we’d like to see the county do over the 
next 5 to 10 years and is a part of the County’s 
Neighborhood Conservation Program, which 
enables civic associations to propose projects of 
their choosing to the county for eventual funding and 
implementation.  The Neighborhood Conservation 
Plan Update Committee, along myself and Co-Chair 
(and DPCA Vice President) Megan Lynch, has been 
working on an update to our plan (last issued in 
1998) for a few years now and will be sharing a draft 
with the neighborhood very soon. Once the draft 
is shared widely, we will provide residents time to 
review and provide feedback, ask questions, and 
make suggestions for the final draft.  Accordingly, 
we will be holding a special DPCA virtual meeting to 
discuss the draft Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
on Monday 19 July 2021 at 7.00p (Zoom meeting 
details to come soon).   We will provide a general 
overview of the draft, its recommendations, and 
the process for updating the plan and getting new 
projects into the pipeline for consideration by the 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 
and the County. 

Challenges with Mail Delivery
There has been a great deal of activity on the Douglas 
Park listserv (join by sending an email to dpca-
listserv+subscribe@groups.io with your name, street, 
and block number) about issues getting mail.  The 
listserv can be a great tool in connecting with our 
neighbors about common challenges, etc. That said, 
this is just a friendly reminder to contact the Post 
Office directly.  Here are some contacts which may 
prove useful:

• Jeffrey Simmons, Manager, Arlington (South) Post Jeffrey Simmons, Manager, Arlington (South) Post 
Office,  (703) 979-2821, Office,  (703) 979-2821, Jeffrey.C.Simmons@usps.
gov 

• Walter Daniels, Postmaster, Arlington County,  Walter Daniels, Postmaster, Arlington County,  
(703) 993-0075, (703) 993-0075, Walter.M.Daniels@usps.gov

Civic Federation Representative
Douglas Park is in need of another representative to 
meetings of the Arlington County Civic Federation 
(CivFed), which is an umbrella organization for civic 
associations and community groups that meets 
monthly to discuss county-wide issues, policies, 
and challenges.  If you have not been involved in 
civic issues before, this is a great opportunity to 
represent our neighborhood and get to know and 
get familiar with folks and their concerns in other 
parts of the county.  All meetings are virtual for 
the time being, as I understand.  CivFed weighs 
in on substantive issues to the county, such as 
their current effort to study the county’s form of 
government and provide recommendations for 
possible changes, such as additional County Board 
members, changes to voting, changes to how 
Board members are allocated, and perhaps even a 
recommendation to switch the county to a Mayor/
Council form of government.  If you’re interested, 
please email me at president@douglasparkca.org. 

Calling Graphic Designers and 
Photographers!
As DPCA readies our draft Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan, we need your help to visually tell 
the story of the Douglas Park neighborhood within 
the final draft of the plan.  If you have graphic design 
experience, or are the creative type, we would love 
your help in developing a cover to our Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan! The selected design will serve as 
the cover to our neighborhood conservation plan and 
the designer will be recognized as such in the plan, 
in addition to other recognition (to be determined).  
To get an idea of what other neighborhoods have 
done, you can see other plans here: https://projects.
arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/nc-plan-
program/nc-plans/.  
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If you are interested in participating, please submit 
your design to me at president@douglasparkca.
org no later than 25 June 2021.

Similarly, if you have photographic skills, we 
would greatly appreciate any photographs of the 
neighborhood you would be willing to submit 
for inclusion in the draft plan, including but 
not limited to: neighborhood events (such as 
July 4th); parks and recreation activities and/or 
facilities; neighborhood businesses; unique or 
notable signage; Randolph Elementary; and/or any 
notable places or things in Douglas Park.  Please 
submit any photos you would like considered in 
the Neighborhood Conservation Plan to me at 
president@douglasparkca.org. 

Membership
Residents who are active and engaged are 
the lifeblood of any Civic Association.  Your 
involvement and membership helps to strengthen 
the bonds of our great community.  That’s why I 

urge you to join (or renew) your membership in the 
Douglas Park Civic Association today.   Dues are 
only $15 per year and help to support our events 
and our contributions to worthy causes like the 
scholarships Megan outlined on page 2.

The good news—many of you experienced the 
ongoing glitches in the Civic Association website’s 
dues page over the past year.   Those issues 
have been resolved and you can again pay your 
membership online via PayPal at http://www.
douglasparkca.org/join/.   Or if you prefer, fill out 
the form on p 3 of this newsletter and return it with 
your check payable to ‘DPCA’ to Treasurer, DPCA, 
1716 S Pollard St, Arlington, VA 22204-5050.

I thank you for your support!

B e t h a n y  S u t t o n  •  E n i d  D u n b a r  •  A l l e g r a  J a b o  •  G e e t i  B a w a  •  A n n  M o n n i g B e t h a n y  S u t t o n  •  E n i d  D u n b a r  •  A l l e g r a  J a b o  •  G e e t i  B a w a  •  A n n  M o n n i g 
G a b r i e l  P a a l  •  N e c i a  C h a m b l i s s  •  D a n a  R o b i n s o n  •  J e a n n e t t e  A l l e n  •  C h r i s t i n e  H a r r i s  G a b r i e l  P a a l  •  N e c i a  C h a m b l i s s  •  D a n a  R o b i n s o n  •  J e a n n e t t e  A l l e n  •  C h r i s t i n e  H a r r i s  
E r i c  L u n d e l l  •  A n d r e a  M a n g o n e s  •  A n e  B u m p u s  •  L i s a  B l a k e  •  M a t t  G y o r y  •  J a s o n  K a i n  E r i c  L u n d e l l  •  A n d r e a  M a n g o n e s  •  A n e  B u m p u s  •  L i s a  B l a k e  •  M a t t  G y o r y  •  J a s o n  K a i n  
S u e  G r u s k i e w i c z  •  K a t e  D e t w e i l e r  •  Te r r y  L a v e n d e r  •  A s h l e y  S t o w e  •  M a r y  S t r i m e l S u e  G r u s k i e w i c z  •  K a t e  D e t w e i l e r  •  Te r r y  L a v e n d e r  •  A s h l e y  S t o w e  •  M a r y  S t r i m e l 
E l i z a b e t h  C o n j a r  •  C l i f f  F a r b s t e i n  •  S t e p h a n i e  H o r e s  •  L a u r a  F o x  •  E l a i n e  N y s t r o m E l i z a b e t h  C o n j a r  •  C l i f f  F a r b s t e i n  •  S t e p h a n i e  H o r e s  •  L a u r a  F o x  •  E l a i n e  N y s t r o m 
M a r e n  W e r l e r  •  A l l i  H o f f m a n  •  K a t e  P e r n i a  •  P a t r i c i a  Tu t t l e - N e w b y  •  M a t t h e w  A l t o m a r eM a r e n  W e r l e r  •  A l l i  H o f f m a n  •  K a t e  P e r n i a  •  P a t r i c i a  Tu t t l e - N e w b y  •  M a t t h e w  A l t o m a r e

Thanks to our awesome customers!Thanks to our awesome customers!

Glass recycling  Glass recycling  
concierge run by concierge run by 

neighborhood kids!neighborhood kids!

In just 9090 days, we’ve saved 
3,000+3,000+ pounds of glass from 
the landfill (collected mainly  
on bikes!), signed up more than 3030 
customers, traveled to the Trades 
Center just 99 times to drop off 
glass bottles & jars (vs. hundreds of  
individual trips!), & taught the  
basics of running a business to 55 
enthusiastic Randolph ES students!   

Use promo code 

“DPCA” to save $5 

on an annual plan!

Sign up today at Sign up today at 
dp.glass
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS AND 
WEBSITES
Covid-19 Updates   703.228.7999  
www.arlingtonva.us/covid-19/

Covid-19 Food Assistance  703.228.1300  
www.arlingtonva.us/covid-19/food-assistance/

Abandoned Vehicles on the Street 703.228.4141  
police.arlingtonva.us/parking 

Adult Protective Svcs (VA Hotline) 888.832.3858  
wwvv.dss.virginia.gov/family/as/aps.cgi

Are Schools Open?   866.322.4277  
www.apsva.us/emergency-alerts

Are Parks/Community Centers Open? 703.228.4715  
emergency.arlingtonva.us/closings-delays-cancellations

Auto Registration, County  703.228.3135  
taxes.arlingtonva.us/vehicles/vehicle-taxes

Automated Taxpayer Service  703.228.3090  
taxes.arlingtonva.us

Emergency Mental Health Svcs (24 hr) 703.228.4256  
health.arlingtonva.us/behavioral-healthcare/mental-health

Permit (Zone) Parking  703.228.3344  
transportation.arlingtonva.us/parking

Police Non-Emergency  703.558.2222  
police.arlingtonva.us

Pollard & 19th St Site  703.228.6555 
(WSS Operations Center)

Schools: Alice West Fleet ES  703.228.5820  
fleet.apsva.us

Schools: Charles R Drew ES  703.228.5825  
drew.apsva.us

Schools: Peyton Randolph ES  703.228.5830  
randolph.apsva.us

Schools: Thomas Jefferson MS  703.228.5900  
jefferson.apsva.us

Schools: Wakefield HS  703.228.6700  
wakefield.apsva.us

Snow Removal and Updates (Streets) 703.228.6485  
emergency.arlingtonva.us/weather/snow-ice/snow-removal-phases

Tax Payments   703.228.4000  
taxes.arlingtonva.us

Utilities: Comcast/Xfinity  800.934.6489  
www.xfinity.com

Utilities: Dominion Virginia Power 866.366.4357  
www.dominionenergy.com

Utilities: Sewer and Water (24 hr) 703.228.6555  
water.arlingtonva.us

Utilities, Verizon FiOS  800.837.4966  
fios.verizon.com

Utilities, Washington Gas  844.927.4427   
www.washingtongas.com

If you smell gas, or if you have an emergency involving natural gas, leave the area 
immediately, and call 911 or Washington Gas at 844.927.4427.


